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Synopsis

This is the extraordinary and moving account of Ken Saro-Wiwa’s period of detention in 1993, and is
also a personal history of the man who gave voice to the campaign for basic human and political
rights for the Ogoni people. It was fear of his success that made Saro-Wiwa the target of the
despotic Nigerian military regime. Arrested on 21 June 1993, ostensibly for his part in election-day
disturbances, he describes in harrowing detail the conditions under which he was held. He writes of
his involvement with the Ogoni cause and his instrumental role in the setting up of the movement for

the survival of the Ogoni people. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

This is a classic text that chronicles the degrading and dehumanizing process of intimidation of by a
dictatorial regime embedded in repressive antics and deviously blood-thirsty. This book comes from
the lived experience of Ken Saro-Wiwa, Nigeria’s foremost environmentalist and literary writer. He, it
was who led his Ogoni people to challenge the environmental degradation of their environment by
the Anglo-Dutch Shell corporation through gas flaring, oil spillage and soil degeneration, and the
exploiting gimmicks of a militarized centralist and thievery regime. In this work Saro-Wiwa,
chronicles his role,in the evolution of the history of the struggles for relevance and records the
methods of organization and mobilization of the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People
(MOSOP)into a vibrant, virulently vocal and highly feared movement. This work derived from the
author’s contact with the evil of human authority, hence it is a direct a product of his experiences

with the malevolent human-evil-forces that were unlynched against him and the struggle. The



expereinces reminisced here is just one of his many in the series of unwarranted detentions in the
hand of the evil regimes of Ibrahim Babangida and Sani Abacha in unkempt cells of the Nigerian
security apparatus in different cities of Nigeria. On another occassion- the detention from which he
smuggled this book out to be printed- he would not come out alive. He would be "judicially
murdered" by the junta whose guns were brought by the sweat of humble and victimized tax-payers
like Ken- representative of repressed Nigerians- and from the money derived from oil that springs
from underneath his Niger-Delta homeland-including his Ogoni group.
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